
The Book of Job #4 
Faith on Trial 
 
GOD IS RIGHT (Job 32-37) 
 

1. Glance over Job 32:1-7. What do we know about Elihu?  
 

2. Agree or disagree with Elihu: Age may not always bring wisdom. 
 

3. What does Elihu identify as the shortcomings of the arguments of the 3 friends? Of Job? 
(see again 32:3,4) Is Elihu correct?  

  
4. What does Elihu say is the source of knowledge is? What had the three friends relied on 

for their wisdom? What is the Christian’s source of knowledge? 
 

5. In 32:14 Elihu claimed he would not resort to using the arguments that the three friends 
had used. Unfortunately, he did not entirely meet that standard. When discussing life 
with people, especially with those who are not Christians, why is it important for us to 
make a similar effort? 
 

6. At a few points through his monologue it seems as if Elihu is giving Job an opportunity to 
speak. Put yourself in the role of Christian counselor/comforter to a suffering/struggling 
friend. What insights can we gain from Elihu with this approach? 
 

7. Agree or disagree: Out of mercy God allows his children to suffer. 
 

8. Review 33:13-30. According to Elihu, how does God show mercy in sending suffering? Is 
he correct?  
 

9. Agree or disagree: We are often called on to believe in spite of what we see and 
experience--not because of it.  
 

10. Agree or disagree: The best solution to suffering lies not in finding an answer, but in faith 
in God’s goodness. 
  

11. Elihu, like Job and the three friends, is a mixed bag of good insights, truths, human 
wisdom and falsehoods. The fatal flaw to the argument of the three friends was relying 
on human wisdom. The fatal flaw to Job’s argument was that God doesn’t care and is 
arbitrary. What is the fatal flaw to Elihu’s argument? 
 



12. In chapters 36-37, it seems as if there is a storm approaching from the north. Elihu 
seems to see it coming and works what he sees into his discourse. Look at 37:13. Would 
you say that this a truthful description of how God operates? 
 

13. Chapter 37 brings an abrupt end to the words of Elihu. He is not mentioned again. 
Considering that his words cover roughly 12% of this chapter, it's interesting that the 
Lord doesn’t lump him in with the three friends at the end of the book who, as the Lord 
says, “Have not spoken about me what is right.” Why do you suppose Elihu wasn’t 
rebuked as well?  
  
  


